University Sector Framework Implementation Network

Note of Meeting of 08 December 2008
In Attendance: John Scattergood (Chair); Alexandra Anderson, TCD; Declan Courell, St. Angela’s College of Education; Eleanor Fouhy, UCC; Brian Glennon, UCD; Jean Hughes, DCU; Nuala Hunt, NCAD; Sarah Moore, UL; Ciaran Simms, TCD; Annabella Stover, Mater Dei Institute of Education ; Ronan Tobin, All Hallows College; Michelle Tooher, NUIG; Denis Twomey, St. Pat’s College of Education; Phyl McMorrow, DCU; Lewis Purser, Irish Universities Association, (Joint Secretary); Trish O’Brien and William O’Keeffe, National Qualifications Authority of Ireland, (Joint Secretary)
Apologies:  Eamonn Conway, Mary Immaculate College (Deputy); Sinead Critchley, (UCD); Andrea Durnin, NUI; Eamonn Conway, Mary Immaculate College (Deputy); Orla Hanratty, NUIM; Elizabeth Noonan, UCD; Stuart Garvie, Marino Institute of Education ; Denis O’Brien, (IPA); Mary Ryan, NUIG; Iain MacLabhrain, NUIG; Noirin Moynihan, NUI; John O’Conor, RIAM; Stephen O’Neill, NUIM; Hilary Roche, Froebel College of Education; Eugene Wall, Mary Immaculate College; Anthony White, Milltown Institute of Theology and Philosophy; Deirdre Stritch, National Qualifications Authority of Ireland, (Joint Secretary) 
1.
Opening by Chair

At the outset of the meeting the Chair provided a summary of the last network meeting, following which the note of the previous meeting was approved subject to a correction being made to: 
i. an identified typing error and,

ii. the title of the convener of Working Group 1: Titling / inclusion of awards / quality assurance working group

The Chair welcomed a new member to the network, Michelle Tooher from NUIG. 
2.
Matters arising not on the Agenda

No matters were recorded.

3. Working Group Meetings

Meetings of the individual working groups were then facilitated. A brief account of the discussions held by the working groups is set out under Section 4 below 
4. Feedback from Working Groups 
Following group discussion, feedback was taken from group conveners as follows:

Working Group 1: Titling / inclusion of awards / quality assurance working group

Spokesperson: Trish O’Brien (NQAI) 
The titling working group presented a draft document to the larger group for comment and feedback. The draft sets out: 

· the relationship between the NFQ and European meta-frameworks, and how this impacts upon programme design; 

· the architecture of the NFQ, and the characteristics of higher education programmes and awards that it recognises; and 

· examples of questions and queries posed to the NQAI by learners regarding the inclusion of programmes in the NFQ.  

Outstanding work remains on the tone, text and structure of the section, however the working group feel the draft is sufficiently advanced to seek the feedback of network members at this point. 

The draft will be issued in confidence to the network members. Feedback to the working group should be directed to Trish O’Brien (tobrien@nqai.ie).
Working Group 2:

Addressing assessment of learning outcomes working group

Convener: Jean Hughes (Head of Learning Innovation Unit, DCU)

The group reviewed the most recent draft of its document on the assessment of learning outcomes. A number of changes and extra content had been incorporated into the document based on discussions at the group’s previous meeting on Monday 01 December. More generally, the language and tone of the document as well as any outstanding issues, were discussed. In particular, the group discussed the issue of the compatibility of a learning outcomes approach with grading systems and thresholds at which professional competence is attained. It was agreed that while this topic is not wholly resolvable, the group’s paper will set out a position on the topic. 
In order to populate the matrix of learning outcomes and assessment methods a document was circulated to all network members and members were asked to return the form to the group convener, Jean Hughes. The group agreed that the best means of ensuring that the final report reaches its intended audience is for it to be made a web-based document. It is expected that a draft of the group’s work to date will be completed for circulation to the wider network in the coming weeks. 
Working Group 3:

Designing discipline-specific learning outcomes group

Convener: Alexandra Anderson (Administrative Officer [Bologna Desk], TCD)

The group’s discussion remains focused on the clarification of the constituent ideas of its report. The group is confident that they will be able to produce a working tool to assist those designing discipline specific learning outcomes by spring 2009. This document will comprise a set of basic principles, to serve as a ‘decision-tree’ or set of structured prompts to address issues that programme designers may meet in writing discipline specific learning outcomes. 
A number of organizational aspects of the proposed Bologna Experts/HEA seminar on the topic of supporting the design of discipline-specific learning outcomes, scheduled for 6th February 2009, were discussed. It was made clear that all members of the network are invited to attend the event. Potential speakers for the event will be contacted by the end of December in order to ensure their availability. It is expected that the working group’s document will be presented at the workshop for feedback from attendees. 

4. Updates and News 

The Chair informed the group that a number of updates have been made to the network’s website (www.nfqnetwork.ie) including:

· Information on the FIN Network Report; 
· Notification of the Joint University Framework Implementation Network Bologna Expert Event;

· Information on the Framework Implementation and Impact Study, and,

· Information on the Co-ordination Group for Qualifications Frameworks: Council of Europe Meeting and upcoming conference dates. 
Trish O’Brien informed the group of developments in addressing the placement in the NFQ of university awards made prior to the determination of the Framework. In initiating this work, the NQAI has identified 5 categories of former or ‘legacy’ award and hopes to develop, in conjunction with the IUA, an approach to the placing of these awards on the NFQ.  The Network will be informed as the project advances. 
5.
University Framework Implementation Network Report

The Chair circulated a brief note to initiate discussion on the proposed aims, structure, audience and dissemination of the report. 
The network members agreed that each working group should be in a position to produce their respective contributions to the report by early spring 2009 
The group agreed it may be necessary to identify an individual to edit the final report. The selection of such a person and the demands of this role should be discussed closer to the compilation of the final report. Alternatively, it was proposed to publish three separate publications based on the reports of the working groups as a means of enhancing the clarity and accessibility of the information compiled and of avoiding any delays that may be caused through final editing. The value of this approach was acknowledged and it was agreed that it would be considered when discussing the most effective means of disseminating the report. As an alternative the 3 sections of the report could be colour-coded within a final report so as to be easily identified.   

Questions were raised as to how the report/s will be disseminated. The general feeling amongst members was that a soft copy, possibly in PDF format, should be made available. Web-based possibilities such as live links as well as the resourcing implications for formatting and publishing hard copies are to be explored. 
It was agreed that the conveners of each of the working groups would meet separately to discuss the progress of their individual reports in more detail. 
7.
Dates and Locations of 2009 Meetings 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the network will be held in mid-March 2009. The date and venue will be confirmed with network members in the coming weeks. In the meantime, conveners will meet to discuss working group progress, the final report and the seminar taking place in February 2009. 
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